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REVISED J)E TERMINATIONS OK THREE OK T11E 
NATUNA RODENTS 

B y O L l> F I ELI) T il (J 31 A S. 

^iIXf'E the paper on the Mammals of the Natuna Islands bv Mr. llnrtcrt and 
1 ' myself * was published I have been put in a better position to correct lv 
identify certain of the species there mentioned, partly by the receipt of further 
material from neighbouring localities, and partly by having been able in the meantime 
to completely revise the Bornean Muritlnv in the British Museum collection. 

The following corrections in the Natuna list prove to be necessary : — 

No. 22, p. 058, Mus hellwaldi dent., 

should be Mus rajah Thos.,f a species of which, besides those from the Xatunas, a 
considerable number of specimens are in the Mnsenm collection from Borneo, 
Palawan, Labuan, etc. They differ from the real .1/. hellwnhH of Celebes by being 
all exceedingly spiny, a character which, however variable elsewhere, is evidently in 
this case one of sufficient constancy to be looked upon as specific. 

No. 29, ]>. 059. Sciuvus lowi Thos. (not Gray). 

The Natuna representative of $. lowi appears to be sufficiently different to 
deserve; a subspecific name. The specimen in the British Mnsenm has now been 
skinned out of spirit, and had its skull prepared. Unfortunately there was and is 
still a doubt as to whether its colour has not been reddened by t he spirit, as seems 
to have happened with some of the other specimens sent home by Mr. Everett. 
Certain yellows appear to have been turned into red, while other colours have 
rein ai n ed n n affect ed . 

The skull of the present animal shows precisely the peculiar long muzzle of* that 
of S. lowi , ami agrees in nearly all respects, but is decidedly smaller, and the 
postorbital processes are longer ami slenderer. 

Externally the Natuna squirrel is distinguished by its smaller size, shorter feet, 
and also by its longer car, which in the typical variety is a mere low rim, while 
the Natuna subspecies has a distinct upstanding conch. 

Should the colour be the natural one. it may be defined as grizzled rufous 
instead of olive ; the under surface white, with a strong rufous wash, especially in 
the genital region ; auteorbital spots rufous instead of yellow ; no black patch 
behind ear. 

This small form might be called S. lowi mlttneHMs. 

Uimensions of an adult male in skin: Mead and body, 152 mm.; tail, s 7 : 

hind-foot, tips. Ear : from notch, !2 : above crown, f>. Skull : greatest length. 20*5 ; 
basal length, 31*2 ; greatest breadth, 22. Nasals : length. 10-7 : interorbital breadth, 

* Xor. Zoo!., |>. ii52 (l Sid). 

t Ann. May. .V. //. (it), xiv., pp. 1.11 amt tot (1S91). 
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11'.) ; tip to tip ot postorbital processus, 17*7. Palate : length from henselion. 1^*2 : 
diastema, 0*2 ; upper molar scries (exclusive of/> 3 ), 0*2. 

llab. Sirhassen Island, Natnuas (»Sc] >t ember 23rd, lsb3). 

Nor 33, p. GOO, Sciuropterus phayrei Blyth (?). 

Further material representing the true S. phayrei shows, as we suggested, that 
the Natuna species is new. It might be called 

Sciuropterus everetti sp. now 

Size about as in 8, phayrei, General colour of upper surface rich rulbus ; the 
head, nape, and back all one uniform line ; tbe blackish slaty bases of the hairs not 
or scarcely showing through. Whiskers as usual; no supplementary malar or 
supraorbital bristles. Eyes surrounded by a narrow brownish ring. Ears short, 
narrow, thinly haired, blackish brown. Behind them, on (lie sides of the neck, there 
is a large whitish patch, behind which again the general rufous tone is at its richest. 
On the dorsal surface laterally the red hair tips hide the slaty black less and less, so 
that the upper surface of tbe parachute gradually becomes cpiite black; the extreme 
edge is, however, white. Under s nr face mixed slate, white, and rufous ; the hairs 
of the throat and chest pure white to their bases, the others — of body, inner 
sides of limbs, and under surface of parachute — slaty grey proximal!}', white or pale 
rufous terminally. Outer sides of limbs blackish, like the upper side of the parachute. 
Soles hairy under the heels ami along their outer edge, the naked part with one large 
proximal and four distal pads. Tail, as usual, markedly distichous : its proximal 
half-inch bright rufous all round, the remainder dark brown above and below, but 
on the sides, forming a middle layer, the long hairs are bright orange rufous trom 
the terminal half of the tail, fading gradually into the brown of the tip. 

In yonnger specimen* the rufous colour is less developed throughout, so that 
the general colour takes its tone mainly from the slaty bases to the hairs. 

Skull with a short muzzle, short and rather feeble postorbital procures, and 
with tbe petrosal part of the bullae much swollen postero-snperiorly, so that the upper 
inflation projects behind some way beyond the parnccipital processes. 

Molars with the essential structure of those of X. alboniyer % phayrei, spadieeas, 
etc., widely different from those of S. horsjieldi. A distinct y; 3 present. 

Dimensions of the type, an adult female, measured when in spirit, before being 
skinned : Head and body, 101 mm. ; tail, t40 ; hind-foot, 2b ; ear, 20 by 1 1. Skull: 

greatest length, 3> 5 ; basal length, 33*5 ; greatest breadth, 24'3. Nasals: length. 
lO'S ; interorbital breadth, b; tip to tip of postorbital processes, 15 0; greatest 
breadth posteriorly. lb*4. Palate : length from henselion, 1 7*5 ; diastema (to anterior 
root of y> 4 ), b*4 ; length of upper molar series (exclusive of />*), 7*3 ; lower jaw, condyle 
to incisor tip, 20*5 : coronoid to angle, 15. 

1 lab. Buuguran Island. Three specimens found together in a hole in a tree. 

< October 0th, 1 

7 ype. Brit. Mus., No. bl.b.2^. 12. Par at ype in the Tring Museum. 

S. phayrei Blyth, in the absence of authentic specimens of which we dared not 
previously describe this animal, is now, thanks to the kindness of t he authorities of 
the Calcutta Museum, represented in the British Museum by a skin from Pegu which 
had been compared with the actual types at Calcutta. This skin, and another quite 
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tiirreein.tr with it from the Laos Mts. (Coll, Mouhot;,* show that X. jdiayrei is 
but little more* than a dwarf form of X. albuhiyn *, although it is no doubt just 
specifically distinct. The really nearest ally of S. ereretti is probably aunmtiaeux 
Wagn.,t of which dentinlcj has figured the skull of a topotype. Judging by this 
figure. X. ereretti shares the general form of the skull and the postcro-snperiorly ex- 
panded bullae, but is decidedly larger, and has stouter and more directly transverse 
postorhital processes. Xor does the coloratiou of the tail agree with Wagner's 
description. 

The two animals formerly described as new both belonging to genera in which 
species had already been named after Mr. Everett, Mr. llartert and 1 were unable 
to signify in this way our recognition of the sigual services to science rendered by 
his exploration of the zoologically unknown Xatunas. It is therefore with great 
pleasure that I now dedicate this beautiful Xatuna squirrel in his honour. 

* Referred to by Anderson. ZaoL Vann. Rep., Mam at., p. 208. 

f Schnb. Saity., Supp. iii., p. 225 ( 1 M3). From Banka. 

% A. L . J/., xii., p. 150, ft. vii. (lsyo). 



OX A XE\Y xPECIES OF THE FAMILY OF SPIllXUWAE. 

r.Y THE UOX. WALT Elt HOTIISCTl lid). 

Cypa perversa >p. nov. 

M alk.— Ujtjnrside : foretrinya olive orange, vermici dated with greyish dots, 
and crossed transversely by four broad irregular chocolate bands. The two central 
bands are joined in the centre by a broad short longitudinal bar, and the outer 
snlumirginal baud has in it a row of four orange spots, and a very large white patch 
extends from near the anal angle right across the hand. 

llindwintjx brownish red or cinnamon rufous, crossed transversely near the 
margin by an indistinct blackish line. 

Body dull orange, splashed and shaded with chocolate. 

Unde wide : foretchuj# cinnamon rufous, with a blackish stigma in cell and a 
broad outer border of dull oraugc vcnniculated with grey and brown ; from the 
apex to within the angle of inner margin runs au oblique brown line. 

I lu'dwhuf 6 dull yellowish orange, vermicnlated ami spotted with pale 
brown. 

Female.— In Xovitates Zoolocucae, I., p. 70, FI. VII., fig. 0 (1*94), J de- 
scribed as the female of my Bornean Cyjxt oUnicea a Sikkim specimen from 
the Felder collection, 'this turns out the true female of this new one, and not the 
female of C. olv'ocea. 

Expanse : 6 , 2*o inches = 04 mm. 

Hob . Khasia Ilills. 



